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All seminars will be held in Graham Memorial 035 from 5:30pm to 6:45pm.  

Mr. Bell’s office hours will be from 4:00pm to 5:30pm, also in Graham Memorial 035, on the same days as his 
seminars. Office hours are offered on a drop-in basis, but to guarantee time with Mr. Bell you may make an 

appointment by emailing fellows@unciop.org.  
 
September 19th: Putting the Pieces Together 
The roles of city, county, and state governments, and the ways in which they interact as part of a complex 
puzzle of community infrastructure, with particular focus on the North Carolina General Assembly.  
 
September 26th: Roles of County Government 
Discussions on the roles and responsibilities of county governments, particularly the Sheriff, property taxes, social 
services, schools, public health, public libraries, and zoning and land use.  
 
October 3rd: The County Manager 
Understanding the role of the County Manager as the CEO of county government. Mr. Bell will be joined by 
Wendell Davis, Durham County Manager.  
 
October 10th: The Sheriff 
Understanding the role of Sheriffs in county government, including how are they elected, how they are funded, 
their responsibilities, and their jurisdiction. Durham County Sheriff Clarence Birkhead will join Mr. Bell this 
week.  
 
October 24th: Roles of City Government 
Discuss the role of city government, particularly its responsibility for police, public works, affordable housing, 
waste management, and property taxes. Mr. Bell will also elaborate on his own experiences with downtown 
redevelopment and other challenges he faced as Mayor of Durham.  
 
October 31st: The City Manager 
Exploring the responsibilities of the City Manager as the CEO of city government. Tomas J. Bonfield, Durham 
City Manager, will join Mr. Bell for this discussion *NOTE: This seminar will be in Alumni Hall 205*  
 
November 7th: The Police 
Chief of the Durham Police Department C. J. Davis, will discuss with students the myriad ways police serve and 
interact with their communities, and the dynamic challenges facing police in the present.  
 
November 14th: So You Think You Want To Run For City Council?  
Mr. Bell will lead a discussion about his motivations to run for elected office, the challenges and 
accomplishments of his career, and why North Carolina and the United States need more passionate young 
people eager to serve their local communities.  

 
 



 
 
Mayor Bill Bell 
 
Stepping into Durham politics 47 years ago, William V. “Bill” Bell 
wanted to maximize Durham’s economy, education and other resources, 
believing that government best serves citizens by partnering with the 
private sector and the public.  
  
Bell served as an elected Durham County Commissioner for 26 years 
(1972–1994 and 1996–2000) and Chairman of the Durham Board of 
County Commissioners for 12 years (1982 - 1994). As Chairman of the 
Durham County Board of Commissioners he was recognized as the 
architect of the 1992 merger of the Durham City Schools System and 
the Durham County School System into the Durham Public School 
System.  
 
He was elected Mayor of Durham, NC in 2001 and served 
continuously until December 2017, choosing not to seek re-election, 
having served the longest tenure as Mayor in Durham’s history. He is a past Chairman of the NC Metropolitan 
Mayors Coalition, and has served as a member of the US Conference of Mayors, the African American Mayors 
Association, Inc. He has twice been awarded the Order of the Long Leaf Pine, by Governors Jim Martin and 
Pat McCrory, for his service as Mayor.  
 
Born in Washington, DC, Bell attended the public schools in Winston-Salem, NC graduating from Atkins High                
School in 1957 prior to integration. He received his B.S./Electrical Engineering from Howard University in 1961                
and his M.S./Electrical Engineering from New York University in 1968. He served in the U.S. Army Signal                 
Corps as a 1st Lieutenant from 1961 to 1963 before a career in engineering, retiring from IBM in 1996. 
  
He is presently the Executive Vice-President and Chief Operating Officer of UDI Community Development 
Corporation, a 501(c3) non-profit corporation in Durham. He also service on the board of the North Carolina 
Railroad Company and on the North Carolina Central University Board of Trustees. He is married to Judith 
Chatters Bell and they are the parents of 4 children and grandparents of 6 grandchildren.  
 
 
 

 


